Tim Hiéu Tan Chd Nghia Thuc Dung My

samedi 27 mai 2023 16:57

Wy
%@
o

Capture a partir de : guocgiahanhchanhmd.com

Posted on April 10, 202
Lé Van Binh

Toi tin chac rang dén chu la mét gia tri, khéng nhirng la
mot gia tri vé dao duc, ma con la mot gia tri vé nhan
thuc trong moi lanh vuc. Dan chu la moét doi hdi cho
cac tra van thuc nghiém trong bat ky lIanh vuc nao.

(I hold that democracy to be a value, not just an ethical
value, but a cognitive value in every area. Democracy
is a requirement for experimental inquiry in any area.

Hilary Putnam (The American Philosopher, Giovanna
Borradori, NXB The University of Chicago Press, 1994,
tr. 64
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Tu lUc ra ddi (1907) dé€n nay, chu nghia thuc dung My
(CNTD) da dong hanh vd&i qubc gia tre trung nay trén
mot thé ky. Ba triét gia tién phong chinh clia phong
trao gom Charles Sanders Peirse (1839 -1914),
Williams James (1842 - 1910) va John Dewey (1859 -
1952) da luan ban vé hau hét cac pham tru triét hoc: y
nghia, chan ly, gia tri, tra van, tri thdc , hanh dong vv.
Noi chung, doi véi cac triét gia thuc dung nay, khong co
“chan ly” tuyét d&i va vinh cilu ma ngudi ta co thé dua
vao dé dé hudng dan cach hanh x{r cia minh. Ho cho
rang cac ly thuyét va nguyén tac chi 1a nhirng hiéu biét
c diéu kién (contingent understandings), cé thé diéu
chinh hay thay déi khi c6 nhitng théng tin md&i hodc trai
nghiém mdi; va ho cling cho rang ngudi ta khong co nai
nao tuyét ddi cu thé dé tua vao, hay dé lam kim chi
nam hudng dan. Ho mudn van dung nhitng phuong
phap khoa hoc nham nghién clru tri€t hoc, hau dua triét
hoc dat dudc su hitu dung dich thuc cua nd, nghia la
giup giai quyét dudc nhirng van dé thuc t€ lién quan



dén cudc séng hang ngay cla con ngudi. Nguyén ly can
ban nay dap Ung dugc tinh than canh tan cua ngudi
Thanh giao (Puritans) cling nhu “tinh than quoc gia”
clia mién dat méi mudn thoat khoi anh hudng chau Au,
trong do cd y chi cua gidi tri thi’c mong muon dua ra
mot diéu gi md&i me, doc lap vé hoc thuat van chuong,
vé su hién dai hda ky nghé dé bat kip da tién nhanh
cua quoc gia tan lap. Nhd dé6 ma CNTD da dudc don tiép
ndng hdu va phat trién trong hon mét thdi gian kha dai.
Sau Thé Chién ThU Hai, anh huéng cua CNTD lan lan bi
mdJ nhat di tai Hoa Ky. DuGi day la mot s6 nguyén do
chinh.

SU SUY THOAI CUA CHU NGHIA THUC DUNG CO
PIEN

Trudc hét, ngay tu khi mdéi ra dGi, CNTD da khdong dugc
gidi thiéu mot cach hé thong va ro rang, tham chi y
tudng vé mot s pham tru con mau thudn nhau. Chi vai
nam sau khi James tuyén bd Peirse la nguGi da khai
sang CNTD va dua ra mot s6 bai dién thuyét, thi
Addison Webster Moore, mot giao su’ cua University of
Chicago da cho in quyén Pragmatism and Its Critics
(NXB The University of Chicago Press, 1910) néu Ién
nhitng diém khong rd rang va nhirng han ché cla
CNTD. Chang han, Moore cho réang CNTD bj phan déi vi
(1) su md ho khé hiéu khi dung tir “muc tiéu thuc tién”
(“practical purpose”); (2) tinh chu quan can thiét va
tinh tucdng doi cua tinh thé (the necessary subjectivity



and relativity of the position); viéc thi€u nguyén tac
nhd do trai nghiém cé thé dudc lién két lai (the lack of
any principle by means of which experience can be
united) vv. Nhu James tung noi “Chan ly ... ton tai phan
I6n nhG hé thdng tin dung. Nhirng tu duy va niém tin
cua chung ta vugt qua dudgc vdi diéu kién la khdng gap
phai thl thach, giong y nhu nhirng to giay bac vucot qua
dugc khi khong ai tu choi ching.” (Pragmatism and
Other Things, NXB: Penguin Classics, 2000, tr. 91).Vay
CNTD c6 thé nao gilr mai dugc hao quang nhu James da
t'ng hanh dién viét cho em minh hay khéng? Cau tra
IGi s€é la phu dinh.

Nhu chung ta da biét, trong 3 nha tién phong trén cua
CNTD, Dewey la ngudi ndi bat nhat, khdng nhitng ducc
xem nhu mot nha giao, mot tri thi'c, ma con la "mot
chinh tri gia chan chinh” (a stateman — dé phén biét
vOi “mot “chinh tri gia chuyén nghiép”, a politician) mac
du 6ng khdng dugc bau clr hay bd nhiém vao mét chuirc
vu cdng quyén nao. Nhd hiéu biét rong rdi, uy tin cao,
thudng di day di dé, séng ldu ma van sang suét, éng
dudc mdi goi cling nhu tu nguyén tham gia hoat dong
rat tich cuc trong nhiéu 1anh vuc khac nhau. Theo thién
y, chinh trong lanh vuc chinh tri, tu tuéng va chu
trudng cua ong da khi€én cho CNTD bi anh hudng bat Igi
khong it. Thuc vay, CNTD hl’a hen sé mang lai hoa binh
cho nhan loai, nhung da khong ngan can dudgc Hoa Ky
tham chi€n Thé Chién Th& Nhat cling nhu Thé Chién
Th{ Hai; da vay ma cac nha thuc dung lai con quang ba



tinh than yéu nudc va khuyén khich moi cong dan tham
gia tich cuc vao hai cudc chién nay. Thém vao dé, trong
han mugdi ndm dau thé ky 20 cuing vdi su phat trién
nhanh chdng cua nhiéu thanh phd cong nghiép trén thé
giGi la su doi hoi nhirng cai cach xa hoi, thay nén kinh
té canh tranh (competitive economy) bang kinh té x3
hoi (social economy). Tai Hoa Ky, phong trao cap ti€n
(progressive movement) doi hoi mot su’ cai cach tan
glc ré, yéu cau mot chinh quyén cé y thic xa hoi
(socially concious governement), chu truong chinh
quyén phai bdo vé “tu do”, hiéu theo y nghia mdi.
Dewey goi tu do mdi nay la “quyén tu do htru hiéu”
(effective freedom), nghia la chinh quyén khong nhirng
khong dudc tiéu cuc trong viéc bao vé quyén tu do cua
con ngudi nhu trudc day, ma con can phai tich cuc, phai
lam nhirng th( gi dé dac biét, chang han nén chia xé
quyén luc cach biét I6n lao (immense inequality of
power) ducdng thdi ¢ thdi Hoa Ky; hay nén hop tac dan
chu trong viéc quyét dinh nhitng ly tudng va muc tiéu,
cling nhu tao ra cac dinh ché cong nghiép va xa hoi cua
quoc gia, nhu Ioi dé nghi cua mot s6 ngudi ngudng mo
6ng. Trong cudc tranh cir Téng Théng ndm 1924,
Dewey ciling da tich cuc van dong va ung ho Ung cu
vién cua Progressive Party, mot chinh dang tan lap chu
truong danh thué€ cao vao cua cai, bao vé tai nguyén
thién nhién, cdng hitu hda nganh héa xa, mién thué
nong nghiép, cham dut lao dong tré con vv. ma 6ng goi
la “nhirng thay déi tich cuc va xay dung lai moét trat tu
kinh t€”, nhung ngudi nay chi thang phiéu & ti€u bang



sinh truéng cua minh ma thodi (Give Me Liberty! An
America History, 2nd ed., TG Eric Foner, NXB W.W.
Norton, 2009, tr. 662, 691, 734).

Dewey, theo Alan Ryan cho biét, da I1én ti€ng chi trich
nhirng bién phap ma Tdéng Thdng Roosevelt dung dé ddi
phd vai cudc khung hoang kinh té thap nién 1930 dudi
ngon co chu nghia tu do (liberalism). Nhu ching ta da
biét, Téng Théng Roosevelt dad dua ra kha nhiéu bién
phap can thiép rat manh mé va tao bao vao cac lanh
vuc kinh té (chang han nhiéu luat 1€, qui dinh nham
han ché quyén tu do kinh doanh, nghiép doan), nhiéu
bién phap hanh chanh (chang han co quan mdi moc Ién
nhu ndm, 1d8m khi quyén han trung 13p), cai td tu phap
(chang han trong nhiém ky dau da |én tiéng de doa, roi
sang dau nhiém ky thu hai da that su dua ra du luat
nham tang thém sd thdm phén tai T6i Cao Phap Vién
Hoa Ky, nhung bi bac). Tuy 6ng con dudc tin nhiém
thém hai nhiém ky nita — 6ng mat vai thang sau vao
dau nhiém ky th’ tu—nhung du luan trong nudc da to
ra lo ngai doi vOi quyén tu do kinh doanh, vGi gudng
may chinh quyén cong kénh va nhat la d6i nén dan chu
truyén thong. Trong khi dang Cong Hoa chdng doi va
ngay ca nhiéu dang vién “bao thu” cua dang Dan Chu
cling phai e de, thi Dewey cho la tat ca bién phap nay
con qué thi€u cho moét nghi trinh cai td dan chu x& hoi
day du. Dewey con ding ra thanh I&p ra to chirc cé tén
la The League for Independent Political Action (LIPA)
vao thang 12/1928, chi mugdi thang trudc khi cudc Dai



Khung Hoang Kinh T€ xay ra, vdi y dinh tién dé€n mot
chinh dang thud ba, vi theo 6ng ca 2 dang Coéng Hoa va
Dan Chu an nén lam ra va tré nén giau co déu nhd vao
gidi san xuat vdi cai gia ma gidi tiéu thu va lao dong
phai tra. Tuy 6ng khong chap nhan moét dang xa hoi hay
cOng san (Social or Communist Party) vi cho rang
ching do Moscow diéu khién, nhung theo 6ng, Hoa Ky
la mOt quoc gia ma giai cap trung Iuu la chu yéu cho
nén phong trao cai té phai dua vao giai cdp trung luu
cuc doan nay (the radical middle class) va phai thuc
hién ngay. (John Dewey and the High Tide of American
Liberalism, NXB W.W. Norton. 1995, tr. 284 - 303).

Bén canh nhirng bat déng chinh ki€n nadi trén, theo
John P. Diggins, CNTD con bi phé phan la “thi€u ‘mot
cam nhan co kich tinh vé cudc song’, danh gia thap qua
khir la can trd cho su' ti€n bo, doi hoi cac tu tudng gia
phai diéu chinh vd&i cac tinh hudng, han la lam cho cac
tinh huéng phu hgp vdi nhu cau va udc mudn cla con
ngudi, va qua viéc khuyén cac nha tri thi'c nén hoc hoi
cac bi mat tu nhién da lam cho quyén luc tré thanh doi
tudng duy nhat cua tri thic”. Lewis Mumford, trong ban
bién tap cua td New Republic, cd quan ngon luan cua
dang Dan Chu, con "mudn Hoa Ky tu bo chu nghia thuc
dung, va xem lai di san tri thic cua rieng minh” (The
Promise of Pragmatism, NXB The University of Chicago
Press, tr. 366 — 368). Cling theo Diggins, mot bién co
kha quan trong khac xay ra trong lanh vuc han lam da
anh hudéng khong it dén CNTD. Do la vao nam 1936,



Robert Hutchins, Vién Trudng (President) tre trung va
nang dong cua University of Chicago da kéu goi stra doi
hoc trinh ban Ban C& Nhan bang cach s dung nhirng
quyén sach kinh dién ndi ti€éng Tay Phuong va day theo
tinh than ddi thoai clua Socrate, va nhu thé& co thé sé Ia
su trd lai cua siéu hinh hoc ma CNTD da lau nay cong
kich. La mot tri€t gia chinh tri, Dewey tuy tin tudng vao
cong dong, thay dugc su thang hoa cua Hoa Ky, mot
qudc gia clia nhirng su that hién nhién va cac quyén tu
do céd nhan tu nhién dudi thdi tong théng Jefferson,
nhung ong khoéng tin rang Hoa Ky can mot nén tang
triet ly chung (a common philosophical foundation).
Ong dap Ung lai béng cach viét rang khi ngudi nay chon
Socrate va Saint Thomas nhu la nhitng nha truyén ba
c6 kha nang vé nhirng chan ly hang dau (as competent
promulgators of first truths), thi cling co ke khac lai
thich Hegel, Marx hay Mussolini, va cho rang Vién
Trudng Hutchins da xam pham vao van dé: ai la ngudi
c6 quyén quyét dinh vé su that ro rang nao tao lap ra
hé cap th bac do (sdd., tr. 392).

TU nhitng bién cb 18n nho ké trén, ngudi My bt 1an hao
hi'ng vGi CNTD. Nhirng nha thuc dung khi bay to nhirng
quan tam cua minh vé phudng dién chinh tri déu la
nhirng nguGi theo chu nghia tu do vé chinh tri (political
liberalism); nhung nhu chung ta thua biét, khi tham gia
vao cac tranh cai chinh tri, thi uy tin trudc do cua ho
cling thay doi va triét thuyét ma ho dang theo ciling
chiu dnh hudng, co thé tich cuc hay tiéu cuc tuy theo



két qua mang lai qua cac cudc tranh cai d6. Chinh
quyén Roosevelt, trong dé co khéng it nhirng nguai
theo CNTD, da dua ra nhiéu bién phap chong khung
hoang kinh té tuy mang lai moét it hiéu qua ban dau,
nhung dong thdi cho thay qua nhiéu dau hiéu de doa
nén kinh té tu ban va thé ché chinh tri dan chd Hoa Ky.
Néu khong xay ra chién tranh dua dén toan dung nhan
cong va guong may kinh t€, thi li€u nhirng bién phap
can thiép ma thua dé ngudGi ta xem la rat ta khuynh liéu
co dem hiéu qua lau dai khong. Luc do, khong co6 nhirng
|Gi giai thich c6 hé thong va rd rang doi vai du loai bién
phap tu phia chinh quyén. Thiét tuéng can luu y la ly
thuyét kinh t€ John M. Keynes mdi ra dcoi (1936), chua
dugc dem ra ap dung trén nudc nao ca, cho nén nhirng
bién phap can thiép co6 tinh cdch manh mung cua chinh
gquyén Roosevelt dudc xem la thiéu can ban ly thuyét.

Theo Morris Dickstein, phan i'ng chéng lai chu nghia
cap ti€én (progressivism) sau 1920 bién thanh phan Ung
chong lai CNTD tu nhitng ngudi bao thu von xem Hoa
Ky la mot qubc gia ngoai |1é va thanh cong. Sau Thé
Chién Hai, phan &ng chéng doi lai nay lai cang thém ro
nét han. Thém vao do, nhiéu hoc thuyét maéi me ra dai
tr chdu Au nhu thuyét hién sinh, thuyét than hoc vé
khung hoang (crisis theology), phan tich tam ly, hoc
thuyét hién dai (modernism) té ra hdp dan han da 16i
cudn khéng it gidi tri thirc My. M3t khac ndi lo sg su
banh truéng va de doa cua Lién X6 da khi€én quan
chiing My hang hai tim hiéu chu nghia cdng san/xa hoi,



ddng thdi chién tranh lanh bat dau bd vay thé gidi,
khi€n quan ching My quan tam di tim cdi ngudn cua su
sg hai do. Mot s6 di san tri thdc nhu CNTD, va mot s6
“-ism” khac nhu dinh ché hoc (institutionism), thai do
hoc (behaviorism), chi nghia duy ly thuc tién vé luét
phap (legal realism), chu thuyét quyét dinh vé kinh té
(economics determinism) ma cac trudng dai hoc My
hdnh dién giang day lau nay bat dau bi |an ludt. M6t s6
quan diém ma Dewey dugc xem nhu “vua”, nay da phai
nhudng cho cho Kierkegaard, mot triét gia hién sinh.
(The Revival of Pragmatism: New Essays on Social
Thought, Law, and Culture. NXB Duke University Press
1999, tr. 9)

Trong nhiéu nam ké ti€p, dac biét tu sau Thé Chi€n Hai,
mac du vé phudng dién chinh tri, hai dang Dan Chu va
Cong Hoa thay phién nhau nam quyén — & cac cap lién
bang, ti€u bang va dia phudng — nhung chu nghia tu
do (liberalism) van khdng phat trién ndi nhu mong udc
cla nhiéu ngudi, nhat la nhirng ngucdi khuynh ta, tham
chi doi Iic ngudi ta khong goi dung tén cua nd, ma lai
tranh né goi la chu nghia cap ti€n/ti€n bo
(progressivism), nhu ching ta c6 thé thdy & tua dé mot
sO bia sach cling nhu bén trong hay bai nghién clu trén
bao chi do cac dang vién dang Dan Chu viét. Bén khi
Russell Kirk cho ra ddi quyén The Conservative Mind
(1953), trong dé thu thap nhitng dién ngdn chinh tri,
truyén thong va van tho lan lan gay dugc niém tin can
ban cho nhirng nguci bao thu, cling nhu su ra ddi cua



t& bdo National Review lam chd dua cho dang vién
Cong Hoa, tao thanh mo6t phong trao thu hit mot dai
bo phan ngucdi My, thi anh hudng cua chu nghia tu do
(liberalism) bi suy giam rat nhiéu, kéo xuéng theo muc
h&p dan cua triét thuyét thuc dung clia ba nha thuc
dung tién phong noi trén- thudng goi la chu nghia thuc
dung ci, c6 dién hay truyén théng (old, classic or
traditional pragmatism).

TAN CHU NGHIA THUC DUNG

Ngay nay cac hoc gia Hoa Ky va thé gidi déu cong nhan
Richard Rorty la ngudi c6 cong IGn nhat trong viéc tai
sinh chu nghia thuc dung, va Hilary Putnam la ngudi
ddng gdp khdng it vao viéc hoan thién va phat trién nd.
CNTD dudgc tai sinh nay dudc goi bang nhiéu tén khac
nhau: CNTD tan tién (modern pragmatism), CNTD hién
dai (contemporary pragmatism), CNTD mdi (neo/new
pragmatism). Trong bai nay, ngugGi viét goi d6 la tan
chu nghia thuc dung (T4n CNTD) dé dich cai tén New
Pragmatism. Noi mét cach tdng quat, Rorty va Puthnam
dén tu nhirtng lanh vuc nghién clfu khac nhau, tinh tinh
cling khac nhau. Tuy ho chia xé mét sd quan diém cla
cdc nha tién phong ciua CNTD cb dién, nhung cach nhin
ctia ho khéng giéng nhau, Vi vay, tim hiéu Tan CNTD
khéng phai la diéu dé dang. Dudi day, ngudi viét sé can
cr trén vai ba tdc phdm cua Rorty va Putnam, cling nhu
dua vao mot s6 cac nguon khac viét vé ho (nghién clu,



trich dan, phdng van, tranh ludn vv.) nhdm khiém tén
gidi thiéu ngan vé Tan CNTD.

Nhu chlng ta thira biét CNTD ra ddi phai canh tranh vdi
chu nghia hién thuc (realism) va chu nghia ly tuédng
(idealism) dé chirng to su vuct trdi cia minh trong
nhiéu lanh vuc ma quan trong hon ca la trong cac lanh
vuc siéu hinh, tri thdc luan va ly thuyét vé gia tri. Rorty
va Putnam gép phan quan trong trong viéc hoi sinh
CNTD c6 dién, nhung su dong gop cua ho cho phong
trao nay kha khac nhau, va gilta ho da cé nhirng tranh
ludn dai dang tuy khdng gay gat. Theo Alan
Malachowski, tédc gid cia nhiéu tdc phdm vé Tan CNTD,
thi Rorty khdng quan tdm nhiéu dén Iy thuyét CNTD co
dién ma chi mudn hién dai hda mét s6 pham tru, nhu
muon bot di su I€ thudc cua CNTD vao thuc nghiém,
cling nhu muodn no tu bo su sung bai phucdng phap khoa
hoc. Trong khi d6, Putnam —-chua tu nhan minh la ngudi
theo CNTD- lai nghién clfu ky ludng mot sé tac pham
clia ba téc giad thuc dung c6 dién nay, tim ra moét sb
khuyét diém, so sanh vdi quan diém cua cac tac gia
duang thdi, rdi stra sai va bd sung cho hoan thién han.
(The Cambridge Companion to Pragmatism, NXB
Cambridge University Press, 2013, tr. 5 - 6). Tham chi,
trong mot tdc phdm khac, Malachowski con cho rang
Putnam chi lam c6ng viéc “chudn bi” ma chua viét dugc
gi nhiéu vé CNTD, tuy nhién 6ng nhin nhan rang chinh
uy tin I&n lao cua Putnam trong lanh vuc tri€t hoc noi



chung da 16i cudn dudc nhiéu ngudi theo phong trao hoi
sinh CNTD.

Richard Rorty (1931 - 2007)

Rorty theo chudng trinh cao hoc tai Universiy of
Chicago khi trudng nay van con chju mét chut anh
hudng cua CNTD cb dién, trinh ludn van (thesis) vé siéu
hinh hoc. Sau d06, ong ti€p tuc chudng trinh tién si tai
Yale University (1952 - 1956) vdi cac gido su cd hiéu
biét rong rai vé CNTD cb dién nay. Ludn an
(dissertation) ra truong, The Concept of Potentiality,
viét vé lich s cia khai niém. Trong thdi gian sinh vién
cua ong, triét hoc phan tich (analytical philosophy) kha
thinh hanh. Theo triét thuyét nay, ti€n trinh phan tich la
trong tam cot 16i — xin nhan manh, vi chu thuyét nao lai
khong it nhiéu s’ dung no6- cua phuong phap triét hoc;
ngon tu thuong ngay chi la bé ngoai, va trong ti€n trinh
phén tich ngudi ta cé thé khdm pha ra dugc ciu tric ly



luan giup giai quyét nhirng van deé triét hoc. Rorty to ra
rat thanh thao va thanh cong trong viéc sir dung
phudng phap phan tich nay; nhung vé sau 6ng quay lai
chdng dé6i trudc su phat trién manh mé cta nd. Sau do,
nam 1982 Oong roi ghé giang day triét hoc & Princeton
University vi cam thay khong yén tam lam mot triét gia
chuyén nghiép (professional philosopher) dé nhan mot
nghé mdi lién nganh, giao su vé nhan ban hoc
(professor of humanities) tai University of Virginia trong
gan hai thap nién. Dén nam 1998, 6ng lai chuyén qua
Stanford University bén mién Tay vdi chlc vu mdi, gido
su van chudng so chi€u (comparative literature).

Qua ti€u s ngan vé kha nang nghé nghiép da dang
trén, ching ta thay cac cong trinh nghién clu d6 sb cua
ong sé dé cap dén nhiéu lanh vuc, nhung quan trong
nh&t va trudc tién Ia quyén Philosophy and the Mirror of
Nature, NXB Princeton University Press, 2009. Trong IGi
giGi thiéu an ban ky niém 30 nam ngay ra ddi cua tac
pham nay, Michael William cho rang né da tao ra nhirng
con song chan dong dén nhirng triét gia chuyén nghiép,
anh hudng dén su hoi sinh cua CNTD My. D6 la mot
cong trinh bao trum lanh vuc rong I&n va day tham
vong, bao gom nhiéu pham tru, nhu tri thdc hoc, triét
ly vé tri nao, triét ly vé ngbn ng{, va nhiéu th( khac
n{ra. Theo Rorty, “Tri€t hoc la nén tang do6i vaéi nhirng
phan con lai cua van hoa vi van hda la tap hgp nhirng
doi hoi cua tri thic, va triét hoc phan quyét nhirng doi
hdi nay. N6 lam dugc thé bdi vi nd hiéu dugc nén tang



cua tri thuc, ... cua “tién trinh ddong nao” (mental
process), hay “hanh dong dai dién” (activity of
representation) nhd do ma tri thic hinh thanh dudgc

... Tri€t hoc cang thém “khoa hoc” va nghiém khac han,
thi phan con lai cia van hda lai cang tré nén it dugc
nhu thé han, va cac su pho trucdng truyén thong ducng
nhu tré nén phi ly hon. Triét hoc ndi chung bi tu choi
bdi nhirng ké muon cé mot y thic hé ...” Trong boi canh
dd, Rorty tim ra dugc 3 tri€t gia ma o6ng cho la quan
trong nhat cua thé ky. b6 la Wittgensten, Heidegger va
Dewey; nhung 6ng nhan xét rang hai ngudi trudc chi
quan tam dén ca nhan con ngugdi, con Dewey mdi la
ngudi dé cap dén x3a hoi. Rorty cho rang trong mot xa
hoi ly tudng, van hoa khéng con bi ché ngu bdi nhan
thic khach quan ly tudng (ideal objective cognation),
ma la bdi su nang cao vé my hoc (aesthetic
enhancement). Theo 6ng, trong nén van hoda do, cac
nganh nghé thuat va khoa hoc sé la “nhirng bong hoa
doi moc nd tu nhién” (unforced flowers of life). Rorty
mong muon ngudi ta rut lai nhirng IGi phé phan ma ho
da danh cho Dewey, tic két toi 6ng theo chu nghia
tudng doéi ‘relativism’ va chu nghia phi ly ‘irrationalism’.
(sdd, tr. 5 -13). Trong quyén sach nham muc tiéu tranh
luan vé triét hoc phan tich nay, Rorty viét véi ky thuat
cua mot triét gia phan tich; nhung sau do, ong viét vJi
ly luan hau-tri€t hoc phan tich (post analytic
philosophy), khong con xem nhirng gia dinh la can thiét
vi nhirng gia dinh dat trén nén tang tién nghiém, ma
dua trén nhirng moi quan tam nhan ban khac.



Theo Rorty, khoa hoc cung (‘ng cho con ngudi hiéu biét
thuc nghiém, nhung khdng thé cho biét nhirng gi xay ra
d6i v4i can ban cda su hiéu biét d4. Ong Ian lugt pha
nhan hoc thuyét dai dién (representationism — ND: NOi
chung, dé la moét hoc thuyét cho rang tri 6c, doi khi bd
nao, hanh xu dai dién cho su vat ma chudng ta hinh
dung ra, hay suy nghi vé) cua Descartes, Lockes, Kant
ma 6ng cho la nd chi dua ching ta tdi su tim hiéu céc
muc d6 khac nhau ma thoi. Rorty cho rang né€u khong
phan biét dugc “cdi cd san” va “cdi dudc thém vao” ...
thi chung ta sé khoéng biét cai gi dudc xem nhu' la “su
tai dung hop ly” (rational reconstruction) cua tri thic,
va chung ta sé khong biét muc tiéu va phuong phap
clla mon tri thd'c hoc la gi. Vé khia canh nay, Rorty cho
rang thé gidi hién hitu mot cach doc lap vdi con ngudi,
ma anh hudng cia nhirng nguyén nhan cua né thi
khong bao gobm trong cac trang thai tinh than cua con
ngudi, va khong can phai dudc dai dién chi ca. Do do,
thay vi di tim hiéu md&i lién két gilra tri ndo va thé gidi,
ching ta nén dung ngbn ng{r thich hgp.

Luan vé vai tro cua ngodn ngill, Rorty chi cho thay rang:
“Hinh &nh trong triét Iy cd va trung cb lién quan dén
“nhirng d6 vat” (things), cua tri€t ly sudt cac thé ky
16-18 la “nhirng y tuéng” (ideas) va cua triét ly ducng
thai la “cac tu vung” (words); nhung dung vi thu tu
thdi gian d6 ma cho rang triét thuyét nay la sc dang
hay triét thuyét kia la nén tang. Do khoéng vi ly do



Arsitotle nghi rang ngudi ta cé thé giai thich “y tudng”
hay “tU vung” bang thuat nglr *do vat”, ma la vi
Aristotle khong cé mot triét thuyét veé tri thldc .... Rorty
tin rang néu chlng gidi thich dudc phuong cach ma
ngon nglr hanh x& (work) thi diéu d6 ciling giup chung
ta hiéu dugc phucong cadch ma ngdn ngilr gdn chat véi
nhén loai, va do dd cling hiéu dudc bang phudng cach
nao ma chan ly va tri thic d3 co thé c6 dugc. (sdd. tr
257 - 273)

You réad the pragmatists and 3l yoo know |5:

nol Descaries., nal Kand, mol Plata,

W's like aspdrin. You can'l use aspirin lo give yoarsel
pawer, vou take i to gel rid ol headaches.

In that way, pragmaltism ks a philesophical teerapy.
0 lseips you sbop asking ke unkekninl quastions.

Richard Rory

Trong bai noi chuyén tai truéng dai hoc UC Berkely nam
1980, ban vé vai tro cua phucng phap khoa hoc trong
viéc nghién clru, Rorty giadi thich rang khi thanh cong,
Galileo ndi quyén Sach Thién Nhién (the Book of
Nature) da dudc viét bang tUr vung toan hoc, thi 6ng ta
muon noi rang tUr vung toan hoc khong tinh ¢ mang lai
két qua, ma n6 mang lai két qua chi vi moi tha von da
san bay roi, nay tr vung todn hoc mang lai két qua bdi
vi no thich hgp vdi vi tru giong nhu' cai chia khoa vua
khit vGi 6ng khoa vay. Theo Rorty, tu do cac tri€t gia cU
c6 gang, va that bai, khi cdm nhén rang phudng phap
mang lai k&t qua bdi vi moi th& vén dugc bay san roi.
Va cling tu dod, trong phudng phap nghién cltu, cac
thuat nglr “khach quan”, “nghiém khac”, “phuong phap”
dudc dua ra lam ranh gidi biét l1ap gilrta khoa hoc va



khong-khoa hoc. Chang may ai dam dua ra y kién la
khoa hoc chdng co6 gi bi mat cho su thanh cong ca; lai
cang chang cé may ai giai thich dugc vi sao tU vung vé
dan chu tu do (vocabulary of liberal democracy) lai
mang dén két qua tét dep nhu ngay nay. Rorty xac
nhan minh tin rang cac y tudng truyén thong nhu khai
niém tuyét doi (khach quan) vé hién thuc, phudng phap
khoa hoc thi hoac khong ro rang, hoac khong hiru
dung; va 6ng khuyén moi ngudi nghién cl'u khoa hoc
xa hoi nén theo phuong phap cua Dewey von nhan
manh dé€n phudng cach tran thuat (narrative) va tu
vung, han la tinh khach quan cua luat phap va ly
thuyét. ...Theo Rorty, co hai doi hoi phan biét doi vai tu
vung dung nghién cldu trong cac khoa hoc xa hoi: (1)
N6 phai bao gom nhitng mo ta cac tinh hudng giup lam
dé dang cho viéc tién dodn va ki€m soat, va (2) N6 phai
bao gom nhirng mo ta giup ngudi nghién clu quyét
dinh phai lam gi.... BD6i nhu cau can bo di cac khai niém
truyén théng, nhu tinh hgp ly, tinh khach quan, phuong
phap, chan ly, Rorty cho rang quan diém cla Nietzsche
va quan diém clda CNTD khdng c6 gi khac nhau. Khi
Nietzsche cho rang d6i tugng cla cac triét gia la phai
san sinh ra su that thong qua quyén luc, va ho khong
thé hanh x{ quyén luc trir phi phdi thdng qua su thét,
va rang diéu sai lam cua triét hoc thay vi dung logic va
ly ludn nhu nhitng phucng tién dé dem lai clfu canh ich
dung cho thé€ gidi, thi ngudi ta lai nghi rang nhiing
phuong tién nay sé& dua ra mot tiéu chudn chan ly vé
hién thuc, thi theo Rorty, James da cho rang “cacy



tudng tré thanh su thuc chi khi chung giup ching ta
nhan thdc ra méi lién hé thoa dang vdi trai nghiém”, va
Dewey ciling viét la “tinh hgp ly la su dat dugc hai hoa
kha di gilta cac udc mudn khac nhau.” (Consequences
of Pragmatism, NXB University of Minnesota Press,
1982 tr. 191 - 195)

Trong phan gidi thiéu tuyén tdp Pragmatism as
Anti-Authoritarianism (HP Eduardo Mendieta, NXB
Harvard University Press, 2021), Robert Brandom viét
rang tdc phdm gdm 10 bai ndi chuyén quan trong nay
cla Rorty nham muc tiéu giup chung ta, vé phudng
dién ly thuyét cling nhu vé thuc hanh, thoat khoi phai
chiu dung cac quyén luc phi nhan. Rorty muon CNTD
dem lai nhirng thay dai 18n lao, tao nén mot cudc “Séng
Thé” th hai (a second Enlightenment), khong con xem
quyén luc va trach nhiém la phai phu thudc va vang |di,
nhu truyén thong, nghia la CNTD chong lai toan tri, nhu
tua dé cia quyén sach da néu ra. V& phan minh, Rorty
chu trueng rang cac xa hoi voén ngd vuc cac gia tri Tay
phuong nay nén theo Tay phudng bang cach bo ché do
no 1€, thuc hanh su khoan dung ton gidao, khuyén khich
nén giao duc cho phu ni, khoan dung hén nhan dbéng
tinh, cho phép hon nhan gilra cac chung toc, phu nhan
chién tranh mét cich cé y thic v.v. Ong khuyén khich
ching ta lam diéu nay vdi tu cach la thanh vién tinh
than ctia cdng ddng thé giGi. Diém quan trong & day la
ong cho rang ching ta nén t&r bé chd nghi duy ly thdi
ky Sang Thé nay (Enlightenment rationalism) vi tu bo



nod thi méi cé thé dé chdp nhan nhirng gid tri khac
(khong Tay phucng); va chang day la lanh vuc cua cac
triet gia chuyén nghiép! Rorty chu truong ching ta nén
theo chu nghia tu do thdi Sang Thé (Enlightenment
liberalism) — ma theo nguGi viét 6ng mudn chung ta
hiéu theo c& hai nghia: nghia tiéu cuc (tdc tén trong tu
do ca nhan, khéng can thiép vao dcoi song. sinh hoat
riéng tu vv.) 1an nghia tich cuc (ngoai nghia tiéu cuc ra,
con cb thé/nén can thiép dé tao cdng bang x& hdi. (sdd
tr.157 - 158)

Rorty, khi kéu goi cai t6 x& hdi nham tao dung cong
bang xa hoi cho Hoa Ky, da nhan vdi cac hoc gia canh
ta la khdng can phai nghién cdu van hda nira vi nghién
clu van hoa da dudc hoc gia Mac xit lam nhiéu rbi, ma
nén nd luc nghién clu chinh tri d& huy ddng niém hanh
dién clia ngudi My vé su thanh céng cua Hoa Ky, dé ton
vinh gia tri nén dan chu My, xem nudc My la mot ngoai
I€, cling nhu danh gid cao niém tin va truyén théng cua
ngudi My, ma tat ca dugc 6ng goi chung la “ton giao
dan su” (civil religious — chi do Jean J. Rousseau dat
ra dé phan biét véi nha thd va cac dinh ché tén gido
khac). Theo 6ng, canh ta van con tiép tuc nghi dén
nhitng sdc tdc va thiéu sb bi &p burc, nudc My khbng
nén la mot cai n6i nau tan chay moi thd (a melting
pot). Ong cho réng, “Canh ta nay muén duy tri cai diéu
khac, hon la khéng thém dé y td&i nd (This Left wants to
preserve otherness, rather than ignore it). Boi vdi 6ng,
ngudi My phai mo ta x&r s minh dudi hinh thai ma



minh hy vong no sé trd thanh, cling nhu theo cach ma
minh biét hién nay ndé dang nhu thé nao. Noéi tom lai,
ngudi My phai s6ng vdi va tranh dau cho mot nudc My
ma minh mao udc. (Achieving Our Country: Leftist
Thought in Twentieth-Century America, TG Richard
Rorty, NXB Harvard University Press, 1998, tr. 3 -18 va
tr. 100 -107). Bay la mot IGi khuyén tot cua Rorty,
khong nhirng dung cho ngudi My, ma con cho coéng dan
cla moi quoc gia trén thé gidi. Tuy nhién, ching ta
cling cd thé nghi Rorty khdng hoan toan dang 6ng khi
chu trueng rang nghién ciru van hda va nghién clu
chinh tri 1a hai 1anh vuc nén tach rdi nhau; thuc té€ cho
thdy, ngay céa trong nhitng nudc dang phat trién, su ap
dat mot “y thic hé chinh tri” ngoai nhap Ién mot nén
van héa truyén théng thudng da dua dén xung dot dam
mau, hay tan vG khd han gan, hay phai [au Iam mdi
han gan lai dugc, trudc khi xa hoi dé chap chitng budc
tdi theo ngon co mai.

Hilary Putnam (1926 - 2016)




Putnam theo hoc chudng trinh c nhan tai University of
Pennsylvania. Sau dé6 hoc mot nam tai Harvard
Univerity, rdi chuyén qua University of California
(Berkely) va tot nghiép PhD v@i luan an ti€n si vé xac
suat. TU 1965, 6ng day tai dai hoc Harvard va nhiéu nai
trén thé gidi vdi nhiéu mon khac nhau. Cac cong trinh
nghién clu dau tién dugc an hanh lién quan dén triét ly
vé khoa hoc, vé siéu hinh hoc va vé toan; khdong co bao
hiéu nao quan trong cho biét 6ng sé chuyén sang triét
hoc thuc dung. Tu 1980 trd di, ong viét nhiéu trong
1&nh vuc CNTD nham bd sung quan diém cua ba triét
gia tién phong cua phong trao nay, Pierce, Dewey trudc
roi mai tdi James.

Theo Cheryl Misak, thi ngay t&r nam 1976, trong bai
dién van khai mac véi tu cdch Cha Tich Hiép Hoi Triét
Hoc My (American Philosophical Association), Putnam
da phan tich ro rang su khac biét gitta thuyét hién thuc
siéu hinh (metaphysical realism) ma 6ng bac bo va
thuyét hién thuc n6i tam (internal realism) ma 6ng xem
la dang dudc nghién clu thém. Thuyét trudc la moét loai
triét thuyét thuc dung cua Pierce, theo do su that |la
diéu vo cung hgp ly dang tin theo. Ong ndi rdng tinh
duy ly la kha nang quyét dinh cac van dé lién hé va cac
cau tra I0i dudgc bao trudc, va tu do “ly thuyét vé su
that dua ra tién-gia-dinh (ND: tdc dua ra trudc nhirng
diéu gi d6 ma minh coi la dung) vé thuyét duy ly), ma
ly thuyét nay dén lugt no lai dua ra tién-gia-dinh vé ly
thuyét diéu thién” (theory of truth presupposes theory



of rationality which in turn presupposes our theory of
the good”. Quan diém nay nd rd trong cac cdng trinh
nghién clu cua Putnam trong thap nién 1980, nhung
dng van ludn can trong trdnh chi rd vi thé clia minh ddi
vGi Pierce; 6ng chi mudn cung 'ng phuong cach xac
nhan than trong (gentle verificationism) nham cho phép
ching ta dua ra moi loai tra van khac hon la chi tra van
khoa hoc. Theo Putnam, cach xac nhan theo y nghia
nay va cach xac nhan theo y nghia tich cuc cho thay ro
rang su khac biét gilra thai do rong lugng va cdi md ma
William James goi la chu nghia thuc dung va tinh sung
bai khoa hoc.

Trong quyén Realism with a Human Face (HD James
Conant, NXB Harvard University Press, 1990) gom gop
mot sO bai ndi chuyén quan trong cua minh, trong do
cO bai viét chung vai vg (Ruth Anna), Putnam phé phan
Peirce, James va Dewey con mang nhiéu tu cach khac
ngoai tu cach nha thuc dung (pragmatist), chang han
Pierce con la ngudi dugc xem theo chu nghia tucng doi
(relativism), William con theo chu nghia thuc nghiém
cuc doan (radical empiricism), Dewey con la nguGi theo
thuyét tién hoa (evolutionism). Cach nhin thuan khiét
nay khong dugc mot s6 ngudGi chap nhan, vién ly do
rang muon dat tdi su that, thi co nhitng van dé can phai
dudc thir nghiém hay thuc nghiém bang nhirng phuadng
cach khac nhau -va chang do ciing la tinh da dang cua
CNTD nhu James da tung viét, va nhat la CNTD ciing da
dugc Dewey goi la chu nghia cong cu (instrumentism)



so v@i cac chu nghia khac. Dudi day la mot vai nhan
dinh cta d6i vgd chong nay vé Peirce, James va Dewy.

Trong bai viét chung vé James (tr. 217 -228), 6ng ba
Putnam nhan xét rang ca ba tri€t gia thuc dung dudng
nhu khong ro rang vé tri thic luan (epistemology).
Peirce tuy chi rdo dugc su khac biét gira phat minh ly
thuyét khoa hoc giai thich (explanatory scientific theory
ma 6ng goi la “abduction”) va nhiéu loai dién giai qui
nap sc dang khac, cling nhu chud trucng rang niém tin
can phai dudc xem xét lai (ma 6ng goi la fallibilism) va
nhan manh rang cac ly thuyét khoa hoc phai dugc trac
nghiém, nhung lai cho rang cac nha khoa hoc can co
nhirng truc giac tot (good intuitons) nhu' truc giac dé ra
ly thuyét, truc gidc dé ra thr tu can lam theo dé tréc
nghiém nhirng ly thuyét xuat hién trong dau. Quan sat
nay dugc James va Dewey ti€p nhan va trién khai bang
cach minh thi xac nhan rang y tudng vé phudng phap
ludn tién trién trong khi tra vdn. Theo hai tac gia
Putnam, thi ngay nay cé nhiéu hoc gia dé ra nhirng
phucong cach mdi; trong dé mot hoc gia co tén la W.V.O.
Quine dua ra y ki€n la tién trinh tra van gom nhiing
trao doi (trade-offs) gilra diéu gidn di, su duy tri hoc
thuyét cil va su tién doan dudc chon sau cung (James
cling nghi thé) ; tuy nhién Quine to y nghi ngd vé viéc
lam cho nhirng trao d6i nay cé thé dugc rut giam lai
thanh nhirng qui luat chinh xac.



Phé binh James nhu la mot tri€t gia tinh than (a moral
philosopher), hai tac gia nay cho bi€t James phu nhan
tri thdc luan truyén thong vé dir ki€n cam nhan
(traditional sense-datum epistemology) va tu hoi lam
sao ching ta cd thé di dén hiéu biét vé thé gidi chung
nay khi ma chudng ta c6 mot con s6 rat I6n nhirng thé
gidi riéng tu (private worlds), gom thé gidi cac d{ kién
cam nhan cua anh, cua toi, cua ngudi nay, cua ke no
vv. nghia la clia vo s6 ngudi. Ho cling ly luan rang ngay
ca trong tri thdc luan thuan khiét va siéu hinh hoc, thi
moi quan tam vé con ngudi nhu la nhirng thanh vién
tudng thudc clia mot cdng dong dd hudng dan James
trong moi lanh vuc nghién clu. Ho cling chi cho thay
James phan biét hai thé gidi. Mot la thé gidi chi co mot
ngudi bi€t cdm nhan (sentient being) ma James goi la
“niém co don tinh than” (moral solitude), ¢ d6 khéng co
niém tin nao dugc xem la that ca vi su that dudc gia
dinh trudc la cai gi d6 & bén ngoai ngudi nghi. Va thé
giGi kia la thé gidi co nhi€u “niém cbd don tinh than”
nhung chang ai quan tam tdi ai ca, vi su that gia dinh
trudc la mot cong dong. Theo hai tac gia, chi yéu to
cong dong thoi thi chua du. Ho cho rang theo nhiéu nha
thuc dung uy tin khac, thi “chan ly” cua giao phai
Khomeini khong xi'ng dang dugc goi la chan ly bgi vi né
khong dap Ung cho diéu gi khac ngoai tru' y chi cua
ngudi lanh dao. Theo hai tac gia, moét cong dong dat
thir thach cac niém tin trudc trac nghiém la doi hoi toi
thi€éu cho su hién hifu cdia chén ly. Cai nhin quan trong
nay vé mai lién hé sdu sac gilra chan ly, thuc té va



cong dong da giup James dua ra khai niém “ton giao
trung quan” (melioristic region —ND: meliorism la ch{r
dudc dat ra dé chi thai d6 gitra bi quan va lac quan, chu
truong con ngudi cd kha nang lam cho thé gidi tot dep
hon)

Cling trong quyén sach nay, Putnam béac bo y kién cla
James khi James cho rdng dén nay ngudi ta van chua
bi€t dugc luc nao chung ta dang “ao tudng” va luc nao
chung ta khong ao tudng. (ND: hallucination, mot tam
bénh ma ngudi mac phai cho biét minh doi khi thay hay
nghe mot th gi d6 hoan toan khong co trén thuc té).
Theo Putnam, d6 la vi James khong thay dudgc phudng
cach ma nhiéu ngudi von chi quen thuoc vdi nhirtng do
vat/su vat riéng tu cia minh, lai co thé tién dén dugc
su’ hiéu biét va tham chi tu tudng cua nhau qua tién
trinh giai thich.

Qua mot bai viét cé tua dé A Reconsideration of
Deweyan Democracy (dugc in trong Pragmatism in Law
& Society, HD Michael Brint & William Weaver, NXB
Westview Press, 1991, Ch. 12 tr. 217 - 240), Putnam
vOi nhan quan cua nha thuc dung, da khao sat tu tudng
chinh tri va xa hoi cua Dewey va nhirng ngudi theo
Dewey. Trudc hét 6ng tdm tét quan diém cua nha thuc
dung tién phong nay nhu sau: Dan chu khong nhirng la
mot dang thidc trong nhiéu dang thuc khac cua ddi séng
xa hoi, ma con la diéu kién tién quyét trong viéc ap
dung tri théng minh dé giai quyét cac van dé xa hoi.



Sau do ong luan vé tri thdong minh va viéc giai quyét
van dé. Theo 6ng, Dewey cho rang tri thong minh
(tuong phan vdi ly le, mot khai niém trong triét hoc
truyén thong) khdong phai la kha nang siéu pham
(transcendental faculty); ma chi don gian la kha nang
hoach dinh cudc nghién clu, biét dugc cac su kién lién
quan, lam cac thu nghiém va hudng dung viéc hoach
dinh, cac su kién va cac thi nghiém do. Khai niém nay
dudc coi nhu kha mad ho; nhung qua thuc cd kha nang
quyét dinh dugc ai thong minh it hoac nhiéu trong viéc
dan dat cudc nghién clru. Putnam ciling tuyén bé rang
dong gop I6n nhat cua Dewey la khi xac quyét rang
chung ta khong co6 va cling khong can mot “ly thuyét vé
moi thd” (theory of everything), dong thdi nhan manh
rang diéu can thiét Ia hi€u biét sdu sac (insight) vé
phudng cach ma con ngudi giai quyét cac tinh hudng.
Putnam cho rang Dewey da ting dua ra y ki€n nhu thég,
nhung mot s6 nha nghién cltu duong thdi (thap nién
1980) d3 khong nhan ra, hay hiéu khdéng dung. Tuy
nhién, Putnam cling phé phan rang Dewey it nhay cdm
(sensitive) han James d6i vd&i gidi han cua tri thong
minh, chi vi Dewey bi chi phdi bdi nguyén ly nhi nguyén
vé nhirng diéu tot cua con ngudi (dualistic conception of
human goods). Theo dé, Dewey cho rang chi cé hai loai
1dnh vuc cho ddi s6ng con ngudi: 1&nh vuc thdm my
(aesthetic dimension) va lanh vuc xa hoi (social
dimension). Dewey cho rang lanh vuc x& hdi la su phan
dau cho mot thé gidi dep dé han, mot xa hoi tét lanh
han, va giai phong dudc tiém nang con ngudi; con tat



ca “trai nghiém dot hao” (ND: consummatory
experience, tUc trai nghiém cé hau qua tét nhd vao tinh
cd hay hing khdi, khong qua tién trinh th& nghiém
khoa hoc nhu CNTN chu trugng) déu thudc 1anh vuc
thdm my. Dewey chul truong rdng dé xdy dung mét x3
héi tét dep hon, chidng ta can cd tri thdng minh dé thuc
hién, khong nhat thiét phai la tri thdng minh cla cac
chuyén gia, bdi I€ ho la gidi dudc uu dai sé khong vi dai
ching, ma la tri théng minh cia moi con ngudi. Tri
thong minh nay c6 dudc la nhd giao duc.

Vé chu truong gido duc, Putnam nhac nha rang doi vai
hién trang, Dewey khong con la mot ngudi tu bién
(apologist), ma tré thanh mét ké cuc doan. D& lam cho
xa hoi toét dep han, n€u Marx chu truong “cach mang”,
thi Dewey chu truong phai gap rut thay doéi “gido duc”.
Ong nhiéu IAn nh&n manh phai xem “gido duc” 1a nhu
cau khan thiét, phai c6 mdt nén gido duc nham dao tao
con ngudi, nam cling nhu ni, biét cach hoc hoi va tu
duy c6 phé phan. Theo Dewey, nén giao duc va nén dan
chu phai ti€n hanh tu dudi di Ién. Theo Putnam, Dewey
da ting viét rang an lac xa hdi chi cé thé tang tién nhdo
phudng cach chiéu mod va qui tu su quan tam tich cuc
va nang luc sinh dong cua nhirng ngudi sé dudc hudng
Igi va nhirng ngudi dugc cai thién. Vé phan minh,
Putnam nghi rang su cam két nghiém tuc véi dan chu
dugc do ludng va danh gia qua su cam két nghiém tuc
véi gido duc, va 6ng tiét 16 rang 6ng cam thay x&u ho
vé nén dan chu (Hoa Ky) vao cudi thé ky 20. Chung ta



han khdong quén rang Putnam va Rorty déu trudng
thanh trong gia dinh ta khuynh, va da tung hoat dong
rat tich cuc trong phong trao sinh vién My chong Chién
Tranh Viét Nam, va da thay ddi quan diém chinh tri it
nhiéu vé sau nay. Ca hai déu da qua dagi. RIP

Doi vai vai tro cua dan chu, Putnam trong mot cudc
phong van cho biét l1a 6ng tin chac rang ngoai gia tri vé
phucong dién dao ddc —-tldc thudc vé lanh vuc chinh tri-
dan chu con co gia tri vé phuong dién nghién cltu, nhu
I5i @& dan dudi tiéu dé cua bai viét nay. Ong con nhan
manh rang phd nhan dan chu la phd nhan rang y kién
can phai qua thuc nghiém, va bay lau nay, ching ta da
da kinh nghiém hiéu biét 1a diéu gi sé xay ra khi ching
ta noi rang chung ta khéng can qua thuc nghiém hay
thd nghiém.

KET LUAN

Trén day, Tan CNTD dudc gidi thi€éu chi qua hai hoc gia
Rorty va Putham, cung v38i mét s8 rat it quan diém cua
ho trong mot s6 lanh vuc han ché ma thoi. Cling nhu
ddi v3i CNTD cb dién, ching ta biét ngoai ho ra, con co
nhiéu nha tan thuc dung khac ni{ra. Noi chung, CNTD,
cd va tan, con dang & tié€n trinh nghién clru, stra sai va
b6 sung d& hoan chinh hdu ddp 'ng nhu céu tri thirc
ctia nhan loai, cling nhu ap dung dé phuc vu con ngudi,
nhat con ngudi vdi tu cach la thanh vién trong cong



dong va xa hoi rong I6n han, nhu udc mudn cua nhirng
ngudi tao lap va tai sinh ndé.

Ngudi viét von khdng dugc dao tao trong lanh vuc triét
hoc, cling nhu chinh tri hoc, do do bai viét nay cling
nhu bai viét trudc ddy (“Tim Hiéu Chl Nghia Thuc Dung
cla Hoa Ky”) chi la nhitng gigi thiéu ngan ngui rdi rac,
trong khi CNTD lai bao trum qua nhiéu pham tru rong
I3n, chua cd quyén sach nao tdm lugc day du. Tuy
nhién, ngudi viét van cé mot hy vong. D6 1a tir nhirng
gagi y nay, ching ta cé thé s& thdy xuat hién nhiéu
nghién clu khac, dac biét la nhirng nghién clu chi tiét
nham van dung mot cach chon loc CNTD vao hoan canh
Viét Nam trong nhiéu lanh vuc, dac biét trong cac lanh
vuc chinh tri, ngoai giao va gido duc, dé dé xuat nhing
cai td hién trang moét cach thich hdp nham gilp cho
qudc gia dudc 6n dinh va cudng thinh han, cling nhu
cho xa hoi dugdc an lac va nhan ban lau dai hon.

Lé Van Binh
(Virginia, thang 1/ 2023)
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